
did you kn
ow?

Zachary Tay
lor served 

in the U.S.
 

Army for m
ore than 40

 years befor
e 

becoming p
resident. O

f the 44 

people who
 have serve

d as preside
nt, 

26 have ser
ved in the 

military. 

Share your a
ctivities wit

h us! 

Upload your 
videos & pics

 by

tagging @Histo
ry and using 

#HistoryatHo
me. 

You could be
 featured as 

our

"Student of 
the Week!"

Fill in the blanks to complete the president’s last name.

1. K _ N N _ _ Y

2. _ B A _ A

3. R _ _S E V E _ _

4. _ U _ _

5. A _ A _ S

Activity #3

If you could have dinner with a president, which one would it be? 
What would you ask him?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Activity #2

While in the army, Taylor was called “Old Rough and Ready” by his troops. See 
if you can match these presidential nicknames with the correct president:

“Honest Abe” 

“The Sage of Monticello”

“Father of his country” 

a. George Washington

b. Abraham Lincoln 

c. Thomas Jefferson

Activity #1

Before his own presidential election, Zachary Taylor had never even voted for president before! 

Taylor’s wife Margaret said she prayed that he would lose the election of 1848. After years of trav-
eling the country as the wife of an army officer, she was ready for him to retire. 

Taylor had barely been president a year when he died after a brief illness. In 1991, Taylor’s body 
was dug up so it could be tested to see if he had, in fact, been poisoned. The result? He was not! 
He died of gastroenteritis, an intestinal infection.

*Fun Facts *

for ages 8+

Answer Key: 
Activity 1 - Washington = “Father of his Country,” Lincoln = “Honest Abe,” Jefferson = “The Sage of Monticello.”
Activity 3 - 1 = Kennedy, 2 = Obama, 3 = Roosevelt, 4 = Bush, 5 = Adams.


